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The Honorable Thomas Wheeler 
Chainnan 
Federal Communications Commission 
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Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Cbainnan Wheeler: 

As you know, the passage of the Teleccmmunications Act of 1996 codified a long standing policy 
commitment to ensure universal service in the provision of telecOmmunications service. Also included in 
this Act was the establishment of the schools and libraries, or E-rate, program. Under this program, 
telecommunications service, Internet access, and internal connections are provided at discounts ranging 
from 20% to 90% to eligible schools and libraries. I write to share my concerns with your proposal to 
modernize the E-Rate program, which is scheduled to be considered by the Federal Communications 
Commission at a meeting on July 11, 2014. 

One component of this plan is to promote Wi-Fi and phase down support of non-broadband 
services. In runl areas of our country, including in the Sixth District of Virginia, basic Internet 
connectivity is a challenge, let alone harnessing Wi-Fi. Should the FCC begin to limit their expenditures 
on basic non-broadband services, rural schools and libraries may sec their access to Internet decreased • 
the exact opposite goal of the E-Rate program. 

Additionally, reports that your proposal includes altering the E-Rate program's funding fonnula 
from a needs-based system to a per-student or per-square foot formula arc concerning. These types of 
measures would likely disadvantage schools and libraries in rural communities as the need for better 
telecommunications services grows. 

I ask that you reconsider this proposal and work with those will be directly impacted by changes 
in the ~Rate program. It is clear that technologies have changed greatly since the passage of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, and I am encouraged that a conversation to modernize the ~Rate 
program has begun. It is important, however, that we recognize the challenges still faced in many rural 
parts of our nation before making one-size-fits-all changes. · 

I look forward to hearing how thtl FCC will renew their commibnent to serve all eligible schools 
and libraries and work with both urban and rural communities before implementing any modernizing 
changes. 

i~ 
Bob Goodlatte 
Member of Congress 

rAINTl!O ON Al!CVCL!O PAl'Ell 
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The Honorable Bob Goodlatte 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2309 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Goodlatte: 

August 11 , 2014 

Thank you for your letter expressing concerns about modernizing the E-rate program. In 
your letter, you urge the Commission to continue funding web hosting as a priority one service 
within the E-rate program and raise concerns that adopting a single flat rate of E-rate funding per 
student or per square foot may disadvantage mral school and libraries. Your views are very 
important and will be included in the record of the proceeding and considered as part of the 
Commission 's review. 

Schools need broadband connectivity to take advantage of digital learning technologies, 
and libraries need to provide their patrons with high-speed access to the Internet. The E-rate 
program is critical to ensure that our nation 's schools and libraries can meet their connectivity 
needs. I recognize the E-rate program bas previously supported a variety of services, such as 
web hosting. However, I firmly bel ieve that, in order to meet educational needs, the E-rate 
program must place a priority on ensuring that every school in America has a high-speed 
broadband connection and high-speed Wi-Fi in every classroom. Unfortunately, meeting that 
goal has meant redirecting funds previously spent on other activities, such as web hosting. 

The E-Rate Modernization Order adopted by the Commission at our July Open Meeting 
takes significant steps to address the Wi-Fi gap in America's schools today. Given that 40 
percent of classrooms are not currently Wi-Fi-enabled, and nearly two-thirds of schools indicate 
that they do not have sufficient Wi-Fi capacity to meet tl1eir digital learning needs, it is critically 
important that we focus our l imited program resources on connectivity, not just to the school or 
library, but to the student or library patron. The Order funds this support for Wi-Fi through the 
combination of funds already available for tins purpose and by utilizing savings associated with 
transitioning support from non-broadband services to broadband. 

With respect to your concerns on per-student funding, the Order establishes a multi-year 
budget for internal connections services, such as Wi-Fi, that will serve our goal of ensuring 
affordable access to high-speed broadband for schools and libraries as we continue to evaluate 
long-term program needs. Over the next two funding years, schools will be eligible for E-rate 
funding on purchases of up to $150 (pre-discount) per student. Similarly, libraries may request 
E-rate support of up to $2.30 (pre-discount) per square foot for internal coru1ections services over 
a five-year period, consistent with a recommendation by tlie American Library Association and 
data submitted by numerous individual library systems. To ensure these budgets are sufficient to 
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meet the minimum demand that certain schools and libraries might have regardless of size, the 
Order establishes a pre-discount funding floor of $9,200 for each school or library. These 
figures were based on the best avai I able data to the Commission and will continue to be assessed 
over t ime. The accompanying Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking seeks further comment 
on the per-square foot and per-student budgets for support of internal connections. 

I understand fully your concern and agree that web hosting services can be a valuable 
tool for school districts. The issue we face is bow besi to prioritize E-rate dollars so that all 
schools have the underlying broadband connectivity necessary for students and teachers to take 
advantage of the growing universe of avai lable digital learning tools, as well as so Ubraries can 
serve their communities. Simply put, if broadband is the priority, then too many funds were 
being spent on non-broadband activities. 

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission today. 
We have an opportunity to make a real, positive difference in the lives of mill ions of students. I 
look forward to working with you and your colleagues toward our mutual goal of increased 
access to high-speed broadband in our nation 's schools. 

Thank you again for your interest in tbis important matter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any further concerns. 

Sincerely, 

?;;~ 
Tom Wheeler 


