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Back at the turn of the century, when industry made a huge upsurgance in America,
the Steel, coal, and textile industries,among others, formed large monopolies. It
was an unprecedated boom, but led to major abuses of power. There was a tiny
percentage of the scandalously wealthy, and with their money, they bought major
political corruption, and the amoral and unbridled oppression of their workers to
the point where hundreds died as a result of poor working conditions and
institionalized poverty. Such is the way with \"300 pound gorillas\", absolute power
typically corrupts absolutely. It was an illustration of the plutocratic class
system that evolves in the presence of polarized and centralized wealth and power in
the hands of only a few if it not restrained by laws that favor the rights of
citizens over the self-serving greed of the deep-pocketed. Thanks to the recent
ill-advised and self-interested relaxations in laws that were developed long ago to
prevent these same gross social injustices, abuses, and corruption promulgated by
corporate abusers over a century ago, there are those in our government who are
abetting a return a time when the freedoms of Americans were usurped by the
extremely wealthy. The intention of Comcast and Time Warner is to form what will be
in every sense of practice, a monopoly. They have also proposed what, if coupled
with the end of Net Neutrality, is the return of what is tantamount a class based
system on the Internet. What they are proposing that the very wealthy will have the
fastest Internet and preferential treatment, and the small business owner, the
student, the private citizen who can"t afford whatever price, whatever service, or
lack thereof, whatever fees, limitations, access, whatever format that this monopoly
will dictate to them, will lose their parity in free and open interchange that the
Internet previously afforded the average citizen. To allow this merger to happen
without restriction is to kill the right to freedom of speech in this country.
History proves this over and over, monopolies without limitation abuse the rights
given us by our Constitution. 1 urge the legislators of our country to prevent this
corporate takeover of our government at all costs before we require a second
revolution to get our democracy back on track. Reject corporate monopolies and the
Comcast/Time Warner Cable Merger now!
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