
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Wheeler, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
 RE: MB Docket No. 14-57 
 
 
Dear Chairman Wheeler, 
 
It is tough to count the many ways that Comcast has made an impact on Portland public school students.  From donating 
school supplies to cleaning up our playgrounds, Comcast employees have truly made a difference in our community.  I 
support the expansion of public/private education partnerships, thus I sign my name in support of the proposed Time Warner 
Cable/Comcast transaction. 
 
I am the Principal of the Faubion School, a public K-8 school in Portland, OR.  In my eight-year tenure as Principal, I have 
worked tirelessly to engage the community to turn this once failing school into an innovative education center, where 
students' futures are bright and full of promise.  Comcast has played an important role here since before my time through its 
support of the "Tools for Schools" program, where Comcast partners with Schoolhouse Supplies to provide backpacks filled 
with new school supplies for every student at our school.  Comcast employees volunteer their time to pack and then distribute 
the backpacks to the kids/families at the school each year, ensuring that each student has the proper tools to succeed in the 
classroom. 
 
But students need more than well-supplied backpacks to succeed in the 21st century.  That's why I was proud to watch 
Portland Public Schools Superintendent Carole Smith help to launch Comcast's Internet Essentials program in 2011.  This 
program has transformed a community desperately in need of greater broadband adoption.  Over 5,000 low-income Portland 
families have connected to this program that provides low cost internet service and computers, along with free training at 
local community centers.  Access to computers and the Internet helps give these students an equal chance to succeed by 
connecting them online with their teachers and their school's educational resources.  Parents can simultaneously receive 
digital literacy training so they can apply for jobs online or use the Internet to learn more about healthcare and government 
services available where they live.  Comcast employees frequently stop by our school to hold computer literacy workshops to 
connect to our families directly. 
 
Visitors to our school always tell me they can't believe how beautiful our building and playgrounds are.  Our school is still 
shining from last year's Comcast Cares Day, the largest national corporate day of service.  Our school was the flagship and 
Executive Tour site for this event in 2013, which brought welcome media attention.  Over 150 volunteers came out to paint, 
clean and fix up the school and its playground/landscape, and Comcast made a generous donation.  This project brought out 
all members of the community to promote the importance of maintaining school properties so our kids can have the best 
environment to focus on their studies.    
 
Comcast has been a true advocate for us as we champion the needs of our public school students.  I recommend expanding 
Comcast's service areas so more of America's schoolchildren can benefit like the kids of Portland, Oregon. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

LLaShawn A. Lee  
LaShawn Lee, Proudest Principal in PPS 

PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Faubion PK-8 School 

3039 NE Rosa Parks Way / Portland, Oregon  97211 
Telephone: (503) 916-5686 • FAX: (503) 916-2625 

 


