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People often have a misconception of what the Boys and Girls Club does. It has long 
been thought that the Club is a space where underprivileged kids can come to stay 
off the streets when they have nowhere else to go. In some cases this is still true, 
but our services and mission have grown to be much more comprehensive. As 
executive director of the Boys and Girls Club of Salem, Oregon I have been a part of 
this exciting transformation. 

Our organizational goal is to develop the full potential of each of our participants 
through our program services model. Using a 360-degree approach, we first focus 
on positive development as well as prevention and intervention programs where we 
see a need. We then ensure that the essential needs including food, health/dental 
care, safety and supportive relationships are present in each of our children's lives. 
Once fundamental needs have been met we work with our boys and girls towards 
academic success, character/citizenship development and maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle. Our fina l step is to provide transformationa l opportunities through 
creating active learning environments, access to occupational experts and 
alignment of academic and career pathways. As you can see our reach is extensive 
and just last year we served nearly 11,900 youth in our community alone. As a 
nonprofit organization, we need assistance from larger for profit organizations to be 
able to carry on with our mission. Comcast has been integral to our growth and 
success and I am urging you to consider the Comcast and Time Warner Cable (TWC) 
transaction to move forward so children in other communities across the country 
can experience the same support that ours in Sa lem, Marion and Polk counties 
have. 

One of my favorite programs offered through the Boys and Girls Club is Club Tech. 
Club Tech launched in 2000, and through a partnership with Comcast, the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of America have been able to work to bridge the digital divide. We have 
even been fortunate enough locally to host a digital l iteracy night to promote and 
develop the skills necessary to be successful in today's society. I cannot stress 
enough how critical a program like Club Tech is for opening new opportunities for 
our boys and girls. 
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As if Comcast's sponsorship of Club Tech wasn't enough, they saw a need to provide 
low-cost Internet and computers to lower income children and their families at 
home as well. In 2011 Comcast launched their Internet Essentials {IE) program that 
allows families with one or more children enrolled in free/reduced lunch to access 
the Internet for just $9.95 per month as well as purchase an Internet ready 
computer for $149.99. Since its inception IE has grown rapidly with the number of 
activations increasing by almost 6 times in Oregon between 2011 and 2013. We 
have been sure to educate our commun ities about this opportunity and I was happy 
to read that Oregon is exceeding the national average for eligible activations. 

In addition to the technological infrastructure and support Comcast has offered the 
Club, we have been lucky enough to be a partner for their day of service initiative, 
Comcast Cares Day. I believe that this day has grown into the largest national day of 
service amongst any corporation in America. I am thrilled that we've been a part of 
that for severa l years and that our child ren can see what It means to give back to 
your community. 

As a long-running nonprofit organization we know the importance of partnerships 
with organizations that can help support our mission. Comcast goes above and 
beyond what is necessary and our children and communities flourish because of 
their involvement. I ask you to please consider the stories of Boys and Girls Clubs 
nationwide when considering approving a transaction between Comcast and nme 
Warner Cable and understand the benefit that it would bring to new clubs, 
communities and youth. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Timothy Sinatra 
Executive Director 
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