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RE: Removing State Barriers to Municipal Broadband 
WC Docket Nos. 14-11 5 and 14-116 

Dear Tom: 

I have been following with interest your public statements addressing 
elimination of state barriers to local government broadband deployment, and 
the recent petitions fi led by the cities of Chattanooga, Tennessee and Wilson, 
North Carolina, challenging the state imposed barriers in Tennessee and North 
Carolina. 

Our national policy promotes broadband deployment, accessibil ity, and 
affordability. How do we ensure that the United States can compete globally, 
and that we remain a leader throughout the world in education, health care, 
entrepreneurship and quality of life? The current debate over barriers to 
municipal broadband brings back memories of the work that we did together 
to promote the development of the cable television market. At work then 
were similar barriers to entry supported by the incumbents, which inhibited 
new technologies that would serve the public and our economy. 

In Colorado, we also have a statute that creates barriers to local governments 
deploying and utilizing broadband networks to bring the benefi ts of gigabyte 
connectivity to their citizens. These statutes (in any state) do little more than 
protect incumbent markets, and create environments that limit competition, 
entrepreneurship, and consumer benefits. 

You 've got a challenging issue here. Preemption should be used sparingly, 
and you are faced with the prospect of using federal preemption to overcome 
state preemption. My suggestion is that we keep the end game in mind. Local 
officials are elected to make these decisions for their communities. Put 
simply, our national policy should encourage any entity (public or private) 
that wants to invest in, deploy and operate broadband networks to do so. It's 
the best way to create better connectivity. more competition, and ultimately a 
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better quality of life for all Americans. I support your efforts to eliminate 
statutory barriers to broadband deployment and competition in all states. 

With best wishes, 

cc: Hon. Mark Udall 
Hon. Michael Bennet 
Hon. Diana DeGette 
Hon. Ed Perlmutter 
Hon. Doug Lamborn 
Hon. Mike Coffman 
Hon. Jared Polis 
Hon. Scott Tipton 
Hon. Corey Gardner 

Sincerely yours, 

~k\-
Timothy E. Wi1ih 


