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August 25, 2014

Chairman Tom Wheeler

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Comecast Corporation (“Comcast™) and Timer Wamer Cable Inc. (“TWC™) Transaction,
MB Docket Number 14-57, Domestic National Cable News Networks

Dear Chairman Wheeler,

Herring Networks Inc. (“Herring™) is a national cable programming company. Herring currently
owns and operates two national cable services, namely AWE, a 24/7 lifestyle and entertainment
company, and One America News Network, a credible source for national and international news
24/7.

| write 1o you regarding the enhanced tendency for discriminatory and anti-competitive behavior
by Comcast and our grave concerns post a Comcast - TWC merger. Based upon practices
observed in the industry, direct statements made by Comcast senior management during FCC
complaint proceedings, and numerous carriage access complaints filed by a plethora of
unaffiliated programming networks, Comcast states and demonstrates a practice of treating its
own programming services like “siblings”, providing preferential and discriminatory
consideration. Comcast programming channels are able to spend more time with the Comcast
cable side than independent networks and receive preferential consideration.

The FCC has recognized Comcast’s desire and actions (o protect its own cable news services to
the point that the FCC implemented a merger condition in the Comeast = NBCU merger to
address discriminatory conduct against Bloomberg Network when it comes to channel
neighborhood place.

There may be nothing more important to our Nation than protecting the diversity and alternative
voices when it’s comes 1o our national TV news outlets. Informed citizens and healthy debate
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are fundamental to our democracy. With Comcast expected to reach 30 million subscribers,
while owning and operating MSNBC, CNBC, and NBC, along with its various owned and
operated regional broadcasters, a strong and meaningful merger condition must be in place. An
off-set to Comcast news channels is warranted. History has shown the difficulties in
implementing and enforcing the Bloomberg condition.

The FCC should also carefully and thoroughly review the tremendous additional influence
Comcast has in shaping our news and influencing viewers. For example, political opinion
commonly appears on numerous Comcast networks that are in line with the political leanings of
MSNBC and the tremendous support Comcast has extended to liberal politicians, For example,
The Tonight Show’s former host, Jay Leno, who was friendly to the GOP, was replaced with
Jimmy Fallon, who has shown liberal leanings similar to MSNBC. Further, it should be taken
into consideration the tremendous lobbying influence, including numerous former government
officials, and the lobbying expenditures of Comecast. For 2014, Comcast is expected 1o set
lobbying expenditure records, landing as one of the top lobbying companies by spending in our
nation. Strong consideration to appropriate off-sets 1o Comcast’s point-of-view is warranted.

To minimize the concerns of discriminatory and anticompetitive behavior and to enhance the
diversity of programming and programming services in the interest of the public, Herring
Networks, Inc. strongly recommends that you require Comcast 1o meet the following conditions
for approval of its merger with TWC:

1. If'a national cable news network meets all of the following criteria below. then Comcast
shall extend carriage within 90 days of closing the merger.

Network is not currently launched on any Comcast System.

Network is a 24/7 US owned national/international cable news service.

The network is launched and carried in the US across at least 7 million homes.

The network is launched on at least two of the following “Launched MVPDs™;
i. AT&T U-Verse TV, DirecTV, Dish Network, Verizon FiOS TV.

¢. The network produces a minimum of 100 hours of live content per week.
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2. Comeast shall extend carriage as follows:
a. Carriage term of 10 years,
b. Terms and conditions per the largest Launched MVPD.
¢. Extended carriage ncar MSNBC, within 5 channel numbers, in the news
neighborhood.

HERRING NETWORKS, INC.

4757 Morena Blvd, San Diego, CA 92117
Phone: 858-270-6800 Fax: 858-270-6901



Oone Americog

d. Carriage across all Comcast post merger subscribers with a penetration of or
greater than the networks largest Launched MVPD.

3. Or alternatively, require Comeast to divest of its national cable news holdings.

As FCC Chairman, your leadership on this issue is critical to avoiding potential anti-competitive
and discriminatory behavior by Comcast. Further, enhancing programming competition and
diversity in the marketplace benefits consumers that are already facing rising cable bills and
meaningless choices.

I welcome the opportunity to further discuss this critical issue with you, your staff, and other
offices at the FCC.

Charles P. H
President

Herring Networks, Inc.
(858) 270-6900
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