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RE: EX PARTE NOTICE 
 
 
 GN Docket No. 12-268: Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities 

of Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions 
 WT Docket No. 12-269: Policies Regarding Mobile Spectrum Holdings 

   
 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On September 5, 2014, Kathleen Ham, Steve Sharkey, and Chris Wieczorek of T-Mobile USA, 
Inc. (T-Mobile);1 Trey Hanbury and AJ Burton of Hogan Lovells US LLP, counsel to T-Mobile; 
and (by phone) Drs. Greg Rosston and Andrej Skrzypacz, consultants to T-Mobile, met with 
Gary Epstein, Howard Symons, and AJ Glusman of the Incentive Auction Task Force; Roger 
Sherman, John Leibovitz, Margaret Wiener, Michael Janson, Erik Salovaara, Martha Stancill, 
Sasha Javid, Jonathan McCormack, and (by phone) Melissa Dunford of the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau; and Mark Colombo of the Office of Engineering and Technology. 

The parties discussed the attached presentation regarding T-Mobile’s 600 MHz repacking 
analysis in detail.  The considerable financial benefits associated with transitioning the 600 MHz 
band from site-based, over-the-air television licenses to nationally harmonized, broadband-
capable spectrum should encourage many major network-affiliated stations to participate in the 
upcoming incentive auction.  But should major network-affiliated stations decline to participate, 

                                                   
1 T-Mobile USA, Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of T-Mobile US, Inc., a publicly traded 
company. 
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T-Mobile’s analysis demonstrates that the 600 MHz incentive auction can still readily clear at 
least 84 MHz of spectrum without them.  

Specifically, the 84 MHz clearing target could be achieved with limited or no participation by the 
“Big Eight” network-affiliated station – NBC, CBS, ABC, FOX, PBS, the CW, Telemundo, or 
Univision – in the 600 MHz incentive auction.2  Instead, fewer than 400 stations – representing 
less than 20% of all existing licensed broadcasters, many of them outside of the major markets – 
need to participate in the incentive auction to clear 84 MHz of spectrum for broadband use. 

Using open-source software, the constraint files released by the FCC, and publicly available 
information about broadcast licenses, T-Mobile analyzed the feasibility of assigning channels to 
a given set of stations.  The analysis demonstrated that numerous combinations of stations can be 
identified to transition substantial quantities of broadband spectrum through the incentive auction 
process.  And while reconfiguration of certain major markets will always remain relevant to a 
successful auction, T-Mobile’s analysis showed that secondary and tertiary markets remain 
surprisingly important to clearing spectrum for broadband use nationwide.  

For broadcasters, these findings mean that the financial benefits of the incentive auction have the 
potential to extend across large swaths of the country, including many Designated Market Areas 
located great distances from the more populous areas of the country.3  For broadband providers, 
these findings mean the incentive auction will likely succeed in opening the large swath of low-
band spectrum necessary to provide better in-building and wide-area coverage even if far fewer 
broadcasters than expected respond to the large financial incentives available to them. 

The parties also briefly discussed the concept of non-anonymous bidding in the reverse auction.  
Specifically, T-Mobile’s representatives indicated that additional detailed information about the 
application and implementation of non-anonymous bidding would be required before any 
opinion could be offered on such a proposal.   

                                                   
2 For purposes of simplifying its analysis, T-Mobile did not consider constraints related to the 
Mexican and Canadian borders.  In addition, while T-Mobile continues to study higher clearing 
targets, T-Mobile’s initial analysis focused on  a clearing target of 84 MHz because that level of 
clearing would  free 70 megahertz for broadband use, allowing for seven, 5+5 MHz broadband 
licenses.   
3 See also Michael Kearns and Lili Dworkin, A Computational Study of Feasible Repackings in 
the FCC Incentive Auctions at 8-10 (June 17, 2014), attached to Letter from Brian J. Benison to 
Marlene H. Dortch, Docket No. 12-268 (June 17, 2014) (illustrating that standard broadcaster 
clearing scenarios require broadcaster participation throughout the country).   
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This ex parte notification is being filed electronically with your office pursuant to Section 1.1206 
of the Commission’s Rules.   

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Trey Hanbury 
 
Trey Hanbury 
Counsel to T-Mobile USA, Inc. 
 
cc: Gary Epstein 
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