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Simply put monopolies are bad and Telecoms are monopolies. It is the responsibility 
of the government to regulate monopolies and although the FCC has tried telecoms 
have hidden behind a curtain of "not a Common Carrier".

But they are a common carrier or at least they DCMA treats them as such removing 
them from the liability for the content of it's users. 

If a common carrier isn't allowed to let a particular company pay more for greater 
access to a plane or train or could pay to drop certain phone calls because this is 
anti-competitive then an ISP company should absolutely be treated the same because 
this effectively the same behavior as any other common carrier. Internet is 
approaching a near necessity stage in the US where access to certain government and 
utilities almost can't be don't without internet. It is already a must for education
as low as middle school. Even library's are becoming less and less accessible 
without the internet as more and more books and documents are being stored digitally
only.

Simply put I am paying an ISP to deliver me content at a particular speed. Are they?
No.

The content providers are paying their ISP to deliver content at a particular speed.
Are they? Initially yes, but then the owner not of everything in between but the 
last leg of the connection decides to hold the data captive regardless of their 
agreement to the customer so what? They can be paid twice for delivering the exact 
same content? That's not fair! Can I fire the ISP for not delivering as promised 
some of the times yes but all the ISPs are wanting to play the same way and my 
options are limited.

With Neflix/Hulu like TV & Movie services this is even more complicated because 
without net neutrality internet based content providers can't compete with ISP/TV 
combo monopolies. This is the largest place where not being common carriers shows 
through. Because effectively without net neutrality rules it is impossible to 
compete with TV content as the ISP have of the business just has to pull at one 
little string to bend any competition to it's knees.

But bluntly traditional TV deserves competition as it need to adapt with the times. 
I should be able to pay for an access only the content I want or need my bill 
shouldn't sky rocket just because ESPN is part of a bundle if I don't want ESPN. If 
ISP/TV providers want to be information providers then they need to split off their 
TV operation from their ISP operation and be prevented from bundling the two.
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