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The Honorable Tom Wheeler Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Tom,

As a public servant with more than 40 years of service in Missouri, most recently, 
as Executive Director of Pioneer Trails Regional Planning Commission comprised of 
Johnson, Lafayette, Pettis and Saline counties in Missouri the outcry for high speed
internet across our rural region is acute.

Through the years, I have witnessed how an Internet Connection can close a divide 
and make better options in education, healthcare, and employment accessible.  We are
presented with a great opportunity to connect more people in our country through the
Connect America Fund II (CAF II).

Swift changes in technology require high connection speeds. This is something that 
won't happen overnight. I support a 10-year build out for 10 mbps, instead of an 
incomparable 4-mbps build out.  I also support the challenge process for cable and 
wireless Internet service providers (WISPs). There should be a process that makes 
sure Internet service providers have the network capacity to successfully support 
regions.

Additionally, I support the recommendation that providers should be given the 
flexibility to substitute extremely high cost locations with unserved locations in 
partially served Census blocks. This should ensure network build-out meets the goal 
of providing quality to as many people as possible. I am particularly concerned 
about cable providers in rural areas gaming the system to stymie competition. As the
rules are written now, a cable company could provide service to a fraction of the 
consumers in a Census block and deny full support from reaching the remaining 
residents. That's simply wrong. Moreover, it would undermine all of the good work 
the FCC has done up to now on this issue.

With these ideas implemented I feel confident in the direction my country and state 
will take in the years to come. Thank you for considering my concerns.

Sincerely,

Randall B. White
Exe Director
Pioneer Trails RPC
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