UNCLASSIFIED

When the businesses that became our ISPs were being stood up they took advantage of the protections
provided to common carriers. Since then they have lobbied those protections into separate laws and
claim to no longer be common carriers. Beyond that they now are operating as monopolies with non-
compete clauses depriving the American capitalist system from regulating them as it is intended to. This
is where the government is supposed to step in and protect its people from the perdition of the new
generation of industry monopolies. Instead we have a man running the FCC who used to be employed
by the people he is supposed to be monitoring; this creates a conflict of interest. This is a common
concern across the industrial/ government connection. | work in the government contracting field and |
am briefed regularly on watching for this conflict, it's one of the ways my company maintains its
integrity. The bottom line is this; the internet works because it is an unimpeded open platform where a
small startup has equal opportunity to compete in the same medium as the giants of industry.
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