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Subject: AT&T/DirecTV Merger Support 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the 700 members of the Kalispell Chamber, I would like offer our support for the 

AT&T/DirecTV merger. In today's increasingly competitive global marketplace, no tool is more 

important to our members than high-speed internet access. Because of this, our Board has made the 

Improvement of high-speed internet access and the attract ion and expansion of high-tech companies a 

top-three priority in our strategic plan. 

Flathead County has a population of 90,000 people spread over 5,000 square miles. That makes 

AT&T's commitment to offer fixed WLL to underserved rural customers like those in Northwest Montana 

particularly important. For most urban centers, access to high-speed broadband is a given - they have 

had it for years. But a divide remains and many small businesses in Montana's rural areas still struggle 

w ith slow internet connections. The proposed merger between AT&T and DirecTV has the potential to 

change all that and beneficially impact 150,873 customer locations in Montana. 

The commercial benefits of broadband access for small businesses are well-known, including: 

more affordable access to job training, improved access to suppliers, and faster outreach to potential 

and actual customers through web sites, and e-commerce. When this access is combined with 

integrated satellite video, and VoIP services, the environment is created for a more competitive climate 

in underserved areas like Montana. 

I encourage you to strongly consider the benefits an AT&T/DirecTV merger brings to Northwest 

Montana and the entire state. 

Jo U rreiner, President and CEO 
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