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Internet access SHOULD be a public utility just like access to electricity, natural 
gas, water, and sewage services. EPB should be allowed to proceed for that reason 
alone.

However, there is a further reason: The private companies that COULD have developed 
Internet access in Chattanooga CHOSE not to do it in a timely fashion. This 
obviously means that they didn't think it would be profitable to do so. Hence EPB 
should be allowed to proceed because it provides an essential service to Chattanooga
residents that no private company was WILLING to provide.

However, there is still a further reason: There is almost no competition between 
private Internet service providers like COMCAST or Time Warner Cable anymore. (That 
fact may, in part, be responsible for their neglect in providing service to smaller 
communities.) Allowing towns and cities to run their own Internet services can 
revitalize this stagnant market by forcing such companies to provide better service 
in the future. And not just in Chattanooga! If the EPB is successful, it may provide
the incentive needed to improve the service people all over the US experience when 
they acquire Internet access from private companies.

In summary, there is simply NO reason for NOT letting EPB proceed with their plans.
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