
Before the  
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION  

Washington, D.C. 20554  
 
 
  

In the Matter of ) 
   ) 
Expanding the Economic and Innovation ) GN Docket No. 12-268  
Opportunities of Spectrum Through )  
Incentive Auctions ) 

  
To:  The Commission  

 
 

PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 
INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING NETWORK  

 
 

Pursuant to Section 1.429 of the Commission’s Rules, International Broadcasting Network 

(IBN) hereby submits this Petition for Reconsideration of the Report and Order adopted by the 

Commission in the above-captioned proceeding on May 15, 2014 and published in the Federal 

Register on August 15, 2014. 

I 

The Commission appears to have disregarded the comments and other filings submitted in this 

proceeding by IBN and other advocates for low power television stations.  It has chosen to run 

roughshod over all who have sought to preserve and protect the thousands of low power and 

translator stations and the millions of viewers served by such stations all across the nation.  In 

doing so, it has acted in a manner that is contrary to the public interest, arbitrary, capricious, an 

abuse of discretion and unlawful. 
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II 

The Commission’s spectrum auction and repacking scheme is based on the false premise that 

there is a “wireless spectrum crisis” that necessitates taking spectrum from television 

broadcasters.  As IBN has documented in its filings, that premise is totally false.  It is a myth 

that originated in the White House and has been perpetuated by Commission officials who 

willfully misled Congress.  The Commission should candidly admit the deception and reverse the 

disastrous course upon which it has embarked. 

III 

In addition to deceiving Congress with its false claims regarding a spectrum crisis, Commission 

representatives also misrepresented the status of low power and translator stations. 

Specifically, the rule that such stations could not cause interference to full power stations was 

distorted to support the idea that, unlike full power stations, they had no rights and their 

spectrum could be freely taken with neither due process nor just compensation.  That 

convoluted justification for confiscation is preposterous.  It cannot withstand judicial review, and 

it should be rejected. 

IV 

An AT&T document filed in this proceeding on April 16, 2013 provides alarming evidence that 

should be carefully considered by the Commission.  Among the shocking claims made in that 

document is the following statement at page 7:  "Existing regulators will be powerless to stop the 

communications industry …. "   At page 9, the following boast is made:  “We will be back to 

the ‘Pre Divestiture’ days of near monopolistic business practices, slow growth, limited network 

innovation and expensive services.”  Rather than reward the oligopolistic wireless companies 
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that are seeking to expand their spectrum holdings while making inefficient use of the spectrum 

they already have, federal regulators should consider antitrust remedies to punish their abusive 

practices and to promote competition, innovation and spectral efficiencies. 

V 

There are many means by which the wireless companies can massively increase the data 

capacity of the spectrum they already hold without taking television spectrum.  IBN has 

documented a number of ways that can be done.  As Martin Cooper, inventor of the cell phone, 

stated in the New York Times article posted in this docket on May 6, 2013, “Every two and a 

half years, every spectrum crisis has gotten solved, and that’s going to keep happening,  We 

already know today what the solutions are for the next 50 years.”   The Commission must not 

ignore the extensive evidence IBN has submitted while rushing headlong to benefit a few 

gigantic corporations. 

VI 

There has been a lot of concern within the broadcasting industry that Chairman Wheeler’s 

longstanding and extensive connections to the wireless industry have made it impossible for him 

to impartially and fairly deal with the issues in this proceeding.  For that reason, IBN wrote to 

Chairman Wheeler to ask that he consider recusing himself  from participation in matters relating 

to the spectrum auction and repacking scheme.  The letter was copied to each of the 

commissioners and the Commission’s secretary, and it is in the official record.  As the letter was 

ignored, IBN now requests that the Chairman file a report detailing his past and present 

connections to the wireless industry.  That report should be carefully considered by the proper 

officials so that appropriate action may be taken. 
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VII 

For each of the foregoing reasons and all of the reasons stated in its previous filings,  

IBN requests that the Commission (a) reconsider its Report and Order, (b) recognize that 

implementation of the spectrum auction and repacking scheme would be contrary to the public 

interest, an abuse of discretion, arbitrary, capricious and unlawful and (c) dismiss this 

proceeding without further action. 

VIII 

For the sake of brevity and convenient reference, and without waiver of any issue IBN has 

previously raised, a list of IBN’s filings in this proceeding is attached.  All such filings are 

incorporated herein by reference and made a part hereof for all purposes as fully as if they had 

been set forth in their entirety. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING NETWORK 

By its President 

Paul J. Broyles  
 

Paul J. Broyles  
Post Office Box 691111 
Houston, Texas 77269-1111 

 

 
September 13, 2014 
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ATTACHMENT  
to International Broadcasting Network’s

Petition for Reconsideration 
 

List of IBN’s Filings in FCC’s GN Docket No. 12-268 

 

     
GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 

BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (7)  

 04/28/2014 04/29/2014 Yes NOTICE OF 
EXPARTE 

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (3)  

 04/21/2014 04/22/2014 Yes NOTICE OF 
EXPARTE

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (2)  View 
(5)  View (3)  

 03/12/2014 03/12/2014 Yes NOTICE OF 
EXPARTE 

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (2) View
(2) View (3)

02/26/2014 02/27/2014 Yes NOTICE OF
EXPARTE 

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (2)  View 
(5)  View (19)  

 02/25/2014 02/26/2014 Yes NOTICE OF 
EXPARTE 

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (4)  

 12/09/2013 12/09/2013 No LETTER

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (10) 

 05/06/2013 05/06/2013 No LETTER

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (5)

04/26/2013 04/29/2013 No LETTER

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (2)  

 04/22/2013 04/23/2013 No LETTER

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (4)  View 
(18)  

 04/16/2013 04/17/2013 No LETTER
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GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (12)

03/12/2013 03/12/2013 No REPLY TO
COMMENT

GN 12-268 INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING
NETWORK View (6)  

 01/25/2013 01/28/2013 No COMMENT
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