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Dear FCC,

My name is Eric Stargardt and I live in Socorro, NM.

Net neutrality, the principle that Internet service providers (ISPs) treat all data 
that travels over their networks equally, is important to me because without it I 
may be prevented from accessing portions of the Internet that give it value. Just as
AlJazeera's web stream banned by Comcast.

A pay-to-play Internet worries me because I would be unable to innovate new 
information technologies without first paying ISPs for access to their paying 
customers.

Without a fully Open Internet, information and ideas will no longer be in the 
control of the people, but the control of businesses.

For decades, these same cable and network providers have attempted to bully and 
shape the Internet to their own agendas for maximizing profitability or to satisfy 
personal moral or company images -- ie, AOL prohibiting access to pornography, or 
Comcast blocking access to Linux downloads.  Abolishing network neutrality is 
another stab at the freedom of information and how that information is accessed.

Comcast, Time Warner, Verizon, Cox and AT&T have already proven that their motives 
are contrary to this free flow of information.  In every cable TV network contract, 
network owners are prohibited from providing free streaming content on the Internet.
 Most recently, Al Jazeera English (an Internet News site) was forced to shut down 
access to American subscribers in order to get a Cable & Satellite TV channel on 
these networks. There were more web streams 10 years ago from main stream television
news and entertainment networks than there are today, a grim reality of present day 
Network Bias.

Sincerely,

Eric Stargardt
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