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As a retired educator and director of curriculum development, | write to express the
critical need for the FCC to double E-rate program funding to bring it in line with today’s
unmet demands. We depend on the E-rate to help us provide ongoing access to the
Internet in our classrooms for teaching and learning and a doubling of funding would
enable a more comprehensive meeting of needs by all concerned.

| am concerned that E-rate funding has not kept up with the very real demands we face
every day in our classrooms. Demand for high-speed broadband connectivity has
skyrocketed — with advances in technology, a shift to online assessment testing and
students bringing their own devices to school — and we anticipate it will only increase.
The current FCC stance on competitive business climate for high speeded broadband
and tiered delivery and access has created a true problem of meeting the growing need
of true high speed broadband access for school districts in the United States. | was just
in Nederland vising a family member who works in Technological Education for the
National Education System there; visited a site in Nijmegen that truly evinces the path
we also need to be on in the 21 Century.

Please act now to ensure we can provide our students access to the resources and tools
needed to succeed in the 21" century global economy by permanently doubling funding
the E-rate program.



