
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 22, 2014 
 
VIA HAND DELIVERY 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W., Room TW-B204 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
    Re: Cellular South Licenses, LLC d/b/a C Spire   
   WC Dockets No. 10-90, 14-58, and 07-135; 
   CC Docket No. 01-92; WT Docket No. 10-208  
 
Madam Secretary: 
 
 In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206, we 
hereby provide you with notice of an oral ex parte presentation in connection with the above-
captioned proceedings.  On September 18, 2014, Ben Moncrief and undersigned counsel, on 
behalf of C Spire Wireless (“C Spire”) met with Amy Bender in Commissioner O’Rielly’s 
office, Nicholas Degani in Commissioner Pai’s office, Louis Paraertz and Rebekah Goodheart in 
Commissioner Clyburn’s office, Patrick Halley, Alexander Minard, Michael Janson, Eliot 
Maenner and Margaret Wiener. 
 
 In our meetings, we discussed C Spire’s long-term investments in wireless infrastructure 
in Mississippi using legacy high-cost support, and how such investments have improved service 
for rural citizens.  C Spire provided information on individual and collective cell site profitability 
in areas where federal high-cost support was used to build facilities.  C Spire also challenged the 
notion that 99.5% of Americans have access to mobile broadband, pointing out among other 
things that the Commission’s data includes areas served by 3G, which is not a mobile broadband 
technology capable of delivering reliable 4/1 service.  Finally, C Spire urged the Commission to 
consider alternatives for distributing support in Mobility Fund Phase II, including the use of a 
cost model or a voucher system. 
 
 A copy of our presentation materials, including redacted cost data, is enclosed.  
Unredacted data is being submitted separately under seal.  Below, C Spire sets forth its request 
for confidential treatment of its cost data. 
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Request for Confidential Treatment. 
 
 C Spire asks the Commission to provide confidential treatment of its cost data enclosed 
herewith.  In support of this request, the following is respectfully shown: 
 
Information for which confidential treatment is sought 
 

C Spire requests that cost data information in the enclosure be treated on a confidential 
basis under Exemption 4 of the Freedom of Information Act.  The information designated as 
confidential contains commercially sensitive business data concerning the expenses associated 
with operating C Spire’s cell sites, as well as the extent to which sites are profitable, that would 
be very valuable to C Spire’s present and future competitors.  C Spire treats this information as 
highly confidential and does not share it in any public forum. 

 
The enclosed document is marked “CONFIDENTIAL – NOT FOR PUBLIC 

INSPECTION.”  Release of the information would have a substantial negative impact on C 
Spire since it would provide competitors with commercially sensitive information.   
 
Commission proceeding in which the information was submitted 
 

The information in the cost data document was submitted to Commission personnel in an 
ex parte meeting in the above-captioned proceedings. 
 
Degree to which the information in question is commercial or financial, or contains a trade secret 
or is privileged 
 

The cost data information is competitively sensitive commercial information which is not 
normally released to the public as such release would have a substantial negative competitive 
impact on C Spire. 
 
Degree to which the information concerns a service that is subject to competition and manner in 
which disclosure of the information could result in substantial harm 
 

The release of the confidential and proprietary cost data information would cause C Spire 
competitive harm by allowing its current and potential competitors to become aware of the costs 
of operating individual cell sites on C Spire’s network, and the degree of profitability of those 
sites. 
 
Measures taken to prevent unauthorized disclosure and availability of the information to the 
public and extent of any previous disclosures of the information to third parties 
 

C Spire has treated and continues to treat cost data information as confidential and has 
protected it from public disclosure to parties outside of the company.  C Spire has never provided 
the enclosed information to any third party.  
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Justification of the period during which C Spire asserts that the material should not be available 
for public disclosure 
 

C Spire cannot determine at this time any date on which this information should not be 
considered confidential. 
 
Other information C Spire believes may be useful in assessing whether its request for 
confidentiality should be granted 
 

Under applicable Commission decisions, C Spire’s cost data information should be 
withheld from public disclosure.  The Commission’s request to view this information is entirely 
reasonable, however C Spire would never provide it to any outside party without the assurance 
that its present and future competitors would not have access to it. 
 

If this request for confidentiality is denied, then it is hereby requested, pursuant to 47 
C.F.R. § 0.459(e), that the Commission return to C Spire each copy of the enclosed document 
without consideration. 

 
 If you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact 
undersigned counsel directly. 
 
      Sincerely, 

       
      David A. LaFuria 
      Counsel for Cellular South Licenses, LLC  
 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc:   Amy Bender 
 Nicholas Degani 
 Louis Peraertz 
 Rebekah Goodheart 
 Patrick Halley 
 Alex Minard 
 Michael Janson 
 Eliot Maenner 
 Margaret Wiener 
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From the Washington Business Journal
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Where the wireless isn't: Western 
Loudoun's coverage gaps detailed, and 
what to do about them
Sep 3, 2014, 9:32am EDT 

Michael Neibauer
Staff Reporter- Washington Business Journal
Email  |  Twitter

Loudoun County has declared itself a data center hub for the Eastern Seaboard. But that 
doesn't mean its residents and businesses have access to quality data.

Quite the opposite. Especially in western Loudoun, where finding a single bar on a cell 
phone or getting any wireless data connectivity whatsoever can be exasperating.

Only a quarter of western Loudoun is adequately covered by even one cell carrier, according 
to a report from Mechanicsville, Virginia-based The Atlantic Group on cell and broadband 
coverage gaps. The county's major commuter corridors, including Route 7, have spotty 
coverage. It is both a public safety and economic development issue.

Since 2007, the county has approved permits for only seven new towers and two new 
structures (one water tank and one rooftop), while the county's population has 
simultaneously boomed from 289,397 to roughly 350,000.

Per the Atlantic Group, which is scheduled to present its report to the Loudoun board 
Wednesday afternoon, the county needs 14-28 new cell towers to fill the cell gaps, at a cost 
of up to $10 million for the towers alone, not including the fiber and wireless infrastructure, 
RF equipment and power.

For wireless Internet service, as an alternative to broadband, the county would need 36-59 
new towers, depending on their height, at a capital investment of up to $5 million for the 
poles only.
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The Board of Supervisors first sought an analysis of the county's wireless and broadband 
coverage gaps in March 2012, but the county allocated only $10,000 to the study. The 
Atlantic Group was selected in November 2013, and chose to focus its attention on Western 
Loudoun, largely for lack of funding and the "generally adequate" coverage to the east, 
according to a report by the Loudoun Communications Commission.

In Loudoun, only Verizon and Comcast, the existing county franchise cable providers, 
supply wired broadband. Both offer only "limited service availability" in the western portions 
of the jurisdiction, and neither has demonstrated an interest in dragging broadband farther 
into rural, or hilly, Loudoun.

As a result, quality wireless service has become essential. But there too, the wireless 
companies are coming up short. It is partly the fault of county regulations that restrict 
where new monopoles can be constructed, and partly the fault of residents who want new 
monopoles as far from them as possible.

The Atlantic Group has offered several suggestions, including a "Broadband Summit" to 
discuss roadblocks, goals and objectives to better coverage, modifications to the zoning 
ordinance to allow for 80-foot poles, the use of county-owned property for monopole 
locations, and the use of "stealth" technology, such as trees, to mask taller poles. Other 
changes possibly in the works — expedited approval for "minimally visible" towers between 
80 and 120 feet, and a policy preference for towers that share access among providers.

The Loudoun Communications Commission, a board-initiated panel, also is recommending 
the expansion of wireless to the county's rural hamlets, where it is largely banned today, 
and to the ridgelines of the Catoctin, Bull Run, Hogback, Short Hill and Blue Ridge 
mountains, so long as the poles are masked as trees or silos. Both changes would require 
amendments to the zoning ordinance.

Michael Neibauer covers economic development, chambers of commerce, 
transportation and politics.
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